[bookmark: _Hlk196896365]IN RE:

	_______________
								SUPERIOR COURT
	
NO. 	___-CP__-______-A				JUVENILE MATTERS SESSION
	
								AT ________
	____________________


CHILD’S EMERGENCY MOTION FOR ORDER

	Now comes the minor child, through counsel, and moves this Court, pursuant to Connecticut Practice Book section 34a-23, the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution, Article First of the Connecticut Constitution, and Connecticut General Statutes §§ 46b-129a, 46b-121, and 17a-28, to order the Department of Children and Families to provide the undersigned with requested records immediately, without which the undersigned cannot provide competent representation to the minor child. As reasons therefore, counsel for the child states as follows:
	1. [Factual background of the case; child was committed on X date; parental rights were terminated on X date; etc.].
	2. The undersigned was appointed to represent the minor child, pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. § 46b-129a, on ______________.
	3. On _______________, the undersigned requested case records concerning the minor child from the Department of Children and Families, to wit, [enumerate specific records or information requested], via email and via DCF’s online records request portal (a copy of the undersigned’s email to DCF is attached hereto as Appendix A.) As of the date of the filing of this motion, the requested records have not been provided, nor has DCF indicated when they will be provided. [Or give whatever facts apply concerning the request(s) and failure or inadequacy of production.]
	4. Conn. Gen. Stat. § 46b-129a(2)(A) provides, in relevant part, that “[a] child shall be represented by counsel knowledgeable about representing such children... The primary role of any counsel for the child shall be to advocate for the child in accordance with the Rules of Professional Conduct, except that if the child is incapable of expressing the child's wishes to the child's counsel because of age or other incapacity, the counsel for the child shall advocate for the best interests of the child.” (Emphasis supplied.) The same section provides that counsel for a child shall have “immediate access to … records relating to the child … without necessity of securing further releases.”
	5. The Connecticut Rules of Professional Conduct require of lawyers, inter alia, “thoroughness and preparation” (Rule 1.1), including “inquiry into the factual… elements of the problem” (Comment to Rule 1:1); and diligence (Rule 1.2).
6. The federal Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (“CAPTA”) requires every state to provide each child involved in a child welfare proceeding with a representative who must undertake independent investigation to obtain a “first-hand understanding” of the child’s circumstances. 42 USC § 5106a (b)(2)(b)(xiii).
	7. Conn. Gen. Stat. § 46b-129(u) incorporates by reference the CAPTA requirement that any attorney for the child obtain an understanding of the child’s circumstances, and requires the trial court to confirm that understanding prior to issuing any order concerning the legal status or placement of a child.
	8. Conn. Gen. Stat. § 17a-28(g)(3) specifically requires the disclosure to counsel of DCF records to the “guardian ad litem or attorney appointed to represent a child or youth in litigation affecting the best interests of the child or youth.”
	9. Any proceeding that concerns the placement or legal status of a child implicates the fundamental, constitutional right to family integrity, which right “encompasses the reciprocal rights of both [the] parent and [the] children ... the interest of the parent in the companionship, care, custody and management of his or her children ... and of the children in not being dislocated from the emotional attachments that derive from the intimacy of daily association ... with the parent.” In re Zakai F., 336 Conn. 272, 291 (2020). Where an attorney for the child is deprived of the tools necessary to represent the child adequately in such a proceeding, the child is effectively deprived of their right to competent counsel, and a Due Process violation necessarily occurs.
	10. Standing Order No. 6 for the Superior Court for Juvenile Matters, issued by Chief Administrative Judge Nguyen-O’Dowd on April 20, 2026, states that “DCF should respond to discovery requests in a timely manner to prevent any delays in the case,” directs counsel who has timely made such a request and has not received the requested information in a timely manner to alert the Court via motion, and provides that non-production may result in daily fines.
11. The information requested by the undersigned in this matter is necessary for the undersigned to report accurately to the Court concerning the child’s circumstances, for the undersigned to advocate effectively for the child’s rights in satisfaction of the child’s right to counsel, and to comply with the undersigned’s legal and ethical obligations. DCF’s continued failure to provide the requested information, to which the child’s attorney has an inarguable right, violates the child’s rights under the state and federal Constitutions, state statute, and this Court’s standing orders.
WHEREFORE, the minor child, through counsel, moves this Court to order DCF to provide all requested information immediately, and prospectively impose daily fines for non-compliance, or such other penalties as this Court deems necessary to compel the timely production of such information..
						Respectfully submitted,
						_________________, minor child,
						by her attorney,

						________________________________
						LAWYER
						FIRM
						Juris No. ______
						ADDRESS, ETC.


