[bookmark: _Hlk196896365]IN RE:

	_________________				SUPERIOR COURT
	
	___-CP__-______-A				JUVENILE MATTERS SESSION

	[DATE]						AT __________


MOTION FOR FINDING OF CONTEMPT
	Now comes the minor child in this matter, through counsel, and respectfully prays that this Court find that the Department of Children and Families has violated this Court’s order of [DATE WHEN SPECIFIC STEPS WERE ISSUED], willfully and without excuse, inasmuch as it has changed the minor child’s placement without timely notifying the child’s attorney. The minor child asks this Court to find the Department of Children and Families in contempt and order a fine of $1000 to be paid should the Department fail in the future to notify a child’s attorney or guardian ad litem of a change of placement within a reasonable time, in this or any case before this Court. As reasons for the motion, the child states the following:
	1. __________ came into the care of the Department of Children and Families via an emergency removal on or around December 28, 2022. He has remained in DCF care since that date. 
	2. This Court sustained an order of temporary custody as to __________ on January 6, 2023. He was later adjudicated neglected and committed to the care and custody of the Commissioner of Children and Families on December 22, 2023.
3. This Court ordered Specific Steps concerning both parents and the Department of Children and Families on September 27, 2023. Those Specific Steps stated, inter alia, that “DCF is Ordered to… [a]dvise the parties of any change in the child(ren)'s placement including hospitalizations, respite care, and safe home placement.”
	4. Upon information and belief, ___________’s foster care placement was changed on or around May 14, 2026.
	5. The Department of Children and Families did not notify __________’s counsel of the change of placement until July 8, 2026.
	6. The petitioner did not indicate through any filing that _________’s placement was changed until July 13, 2026.
	7. Upon information and belief, no case worker for the petitioner notified __________ of his right to contact his attorney, as required upon change of placement by Conn. Gen. Stat. § 17a-10e(d).
	8. DCF is required by statute to notify a committed child’s attorney of any change of placement ten days before the change occurs, or two days after in emergency circumstances. Conn. Gen. Stat. § 46b-129(j)(5).
9. An attorney appointed to represent a child in DCF care is required by statute to obtain, prior to any hearing on the status of that child, “a clear understanding of the situation and needs of such child,” Conn. Gen. Stat. § 46b-129(u)(1), and to visit with the child with sufficient frequency to carry out this mandate. Conn. Gen. Stat. § 46b-129(u)(3).
10. The ability of any attorney adequately to represent a child in DCF care, along with that child’s statutory and constitutional entitlement to competent assistance of counsel, is impeded where the Department of Children and Families fails to keep the attorney apprised of the child’s whereabouts.
11. The Department is required by statute and by the pre-printed specific steps issued in every removal case to notify child’s counsel of a change in placement. Nevertheless, the Department routinely fails in this duty, an issue that has occasioned numerous complaints to this Court by attorneys, specific filings in various cases to compel compliance, and high-level meetings between the Department’s management and the Office of the Chief Public Defender. Nevertheless, the violations of statute and court orders continue, suggesting that the Department has failed to put in place adequate procedures to ensure compliance. This is a willful failure.
12. In the experience of the undersigned during __ years of practice in the area of child welfare in Connecticut, DCF’s willful failure to take adequate steps to ensure that children’s attorneys are notified of changes in placement has been a recurring problem over many years. The order requested here is necessary to secure future compliance.
	WHEREFORE, the respondent moves this Court to find DCF in contempt of the Court’s [DATE WHEN SPECIFIC STEPS WERE ISSUED] order, and to order the imposition of a $1000 fine for every future instance in which DCF fails without excuse to notify a child’s attorney timely of a change in placement in any case before this Court, or such other remedy as this Court deems appropriate to secure future compliance with statute and court orders.


						Respectfully submitted,
						___________, minor child,
						by his attorney,

						________________________________
						Joshua Michtom
						Center for Children’s Advocacy
						Juris No. 421708
						2074 Park Street, #304
						Hartford, CT  06106
						(860) 570-5327
						Fax: (860) 570-5256
						jmichtom@cca-ct.org
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