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Impact
This was a year of tremendous challenge and achievement.

Vulnerable Connecticut children were frightened by increas-
ingly hateful rhetoric that targeted their communities, and 
confronted multiple barriers to well-being and opportunity.

You helped us fi ght back and improve conditions for children 
and youth in our poorest communities, and provide safety 
for many who were at risk. 

Because of you:

• 1,036 low-income children and youth received legal
services to improve healthy development and
educational success

• 97% of the school-age children we represented
graduated from high school or continued in school

Alongside our individual cases, we pursued systemic reforms 
that increased our impact exponentially, improving conditions 
and opportunities for thousands more throughout the state.

Your support helped us develop new approaches to reach 
more children and youth. Together, we: 

• implemented innovative community reentry legal
services in four cities

• trained and supported 53 pro bono attorneys to help
immigrant children, and help youth who have grown
up in foster care

• expanded youth-led advocacy by hiring, for the fi rst
time, a youth organizer to help youth organize to
reduce homelessness

As this annual report shows, your support has helped so 
many children in so many ways. We could not do this 
important work without you. 

Thank you for being there for Connecticut’s children.

Martha Stone        Doug Colosky
Executive Director       Board Chair

Please click here to help now. 
Thank you, so much.

https://ccact.salsalabs.org/AnnualAppeal2019


Homelessness
Homeless youth desperately need legal help to enforce their 
rights to housing, education, and other essential services, but 
they do not have the resources to retain an attorney. 

CCA reaches homeless youth through its innovative Mobile 
Legal Offi  ce, providing legal support, advice and help with 
emergency clothing, food and hygiene supplies. 

Gloria’s Story

17 year-old Gloria left her parents’ house to escape abuse. 

A friend’s family agreed to let her stay with them, but when 
Gloria reached out to a local agency for help, the agency 
called police and the friend’s family told Gloria she would 
have to leave. 

Gloria went to stay with a friend in another town, but was 
missing school because the district would not provide a bus. 
The Center for Children’s Advocacy intervened and repre-
sented Gloria with the school and DCF to enforce her legal 
rights as a homeless youth. 

As a result of CCA’s advocacy, Gloria got transportation to 
school. Her CCA attorney also helped her enroll for health 
insurance, and her friend’s family agreed to let her remain 
with them long term. 

Systemic Change

CCA wrote and secured passage of new legislation, Public 
Act 19-179: An Act Concerning Homeless Students’ Access 
to Education. The new law improves homeless children’s 
access to education by ensuring that Connecticut law 
includes all of the educational rights and protections that 
homeless children have under federal law.



Immigrant Children
Arrival in the United States can be life-saving for trauma-
tized children, but it can also present problems such as 
language challenges, educational diffi  culties and, for 
undocumented children, fear of deportation. 

The Center provides holistic legal representation for immi-
grant children, and is Connecticut’s primary source of free 
legal representation in matters regarding Special Immigrant 
Juvenile Status (SIJS), which allows children to remain 
safely in the U.S. CCA’s SIJS pro bono program has more 
than 50 attorneys from private law fi rms who volunteer to 
represent children who are eligible for SIJS. 

David and Mariana’s Story

Fourteen year-old David and 5 year-old Mariana were left 
parentless in El Salvador when their father abandoned 
them and their mother died. They had no extended family 
who could care for them.

David took his little sister and made the dangerous journey 
to the United States, traveling with strangers to reach their 
adult sister in Connecticut. 

CCA represented the children in Probate Court so their 
sister could be appointed guardian, and secured court 
fi ndings so the children could obtain SIJS. They are living 
with their sister, attending school and fi nally starting to feel 
safe and protected.

Systemic Change

Working with Disability Rights Advocates, CCA continues 
to represent Make The Road Connecticut in ongoing ne-
gotiations with the Bridgeport Board of Education to ad-
dress systemic problems with interpretation and translation 
services for parents and guardians of English Language 
Learner students who receive special education services. 

Bridgeport has addressed many of CCA’s complaints, 
providing broader access to language services for this 
vulnerable population.



Juvenile and Criminal Justice
Youth in the justice system face incredibly tough odds once 
they’re released. Family relationships often fall apart during 
confi nement. They may not have a place to go home to. 
They can’t get back into school. Nobody will hire them. 

CCA’s unique re-entry legal services model reaches out 
to incarcerated youth before they are released, intervenes 
early to prevent re-entry problems, and provides legal 
support throughout a youth’s re-entry to the community. 

Douglas’ Story

When Douglas was released from prison, he had no stable 
place to stay and no source of income. He was thrilled 
when he fi nally found a job. Douglas enjoyed his work and 
his bosses liked him, but a week into the job he was fi red 
when a background check turned up an old misdemeanor 
conviction. 

CCA fi led a Complaint with the Connecticut Commission on 
Human Rights and Opportunities (CHRO), and successfully 
represented Douglas in an employment discrimination case. 
As a result of the Center’s legal advocacy, Douglas got his 
job back - with a little bit of back pay - and now has a stable 
place to stay. 

Systemic Change

Youth who grow up in DCF care without ever fi nding a 
permanent family can continue to get DCF support after 
age 18, to help with their transition to adulthood. However, 
CCA learned that DCF was discharging youth if they got 
arrested and were sentenced to more than 12 months. As a 
result, youth who had no family other than DCF were being 
released from confi nement with no housing, basic needs, 
guidance, or any of the supports a family would provide. 

In response to the Center’s advocacy, DCF is revising their 
re-entry policies to increase access to DCF services for 
youth who have been incarcerated. This systemic reform 
will benefi t youth who have relied on DCF for care and 
would otherwise return to the community without support 
to meet basic needs and avoid future criminal justice 
involvement.



Health Equity
Social and environmental conditions signifi cantly aff ect 
health outcomes, and low-income children and youth are 
more likely to be exposed to health-harming conditions. 

CCA’s Medical Legal Partnership works with health care 
providers to address conditions that harm a child’s health. 
CCA attorneys have offi  ces at hospitals and health care 
sites in New Haven, New Britain and Hartford, and provide 
legal training to providers throughout the state. 

Rosa’s Story

Rosa had a complicated, untreated mental health condition, 
and her physical health was declining. Rosa’s health care 
providers recommended intensive residential mental health 
treatment, but the State refused Medicaid coverage until 
CCA got involved.

CCA represented Rosa and persuaded the State to provide 
coverage for her treatment. Rosa was placed in a resi-
dential treatment program, where her mental and physical 
health have signifi cantly improved. 

Systemic Change

Youth under 18 could not get HIV-preventive medication 
without parental consent. The medication, PrEP, reduces 
the risk of HIV from sex by more than 90%, and health care 
providers strongly supported the removal of legal barriers. 
CCA worked with health care providers and teen advocates 
to lead a successful legislative campaign. Public Act 19-109 
is life-saving legislation that allows youth to access PrEP 
before they are burdened with a life-long HIV diagnosis. 

The Center’s advocacy for children with chronic health 
conditions resulted in a U.S. Department of Justice investi-
gation into CCA’s complaint regarding KinderCare’s refusal 
to admit children with Type 1 diabetes. The settlement 
agreement requires KinderCare to provide training to staff  
regarding care for children with diabetes, and to stop ex-
cluding children with diabetes from its child care programs. 
The case has national impact, as the settlement agreement 
applies to 1,800 KinderCare facilities across the country. 



Educational Equity
Low-income children with learning disabilities and special 
emotional needs often fall through the cracks in the educa-
tion system, placing them at enormous risk of school failure 
and school dropout. 

CCA partners with agencies in some of Connecticut’s poor-
est communities to reach children not receiving the educa-
tional services they are legally entitled to. The Center also 
provides a legal clinic in Harding High School in Bridgeport 
to reach adolescents who need legal supports to help them 
stay in school.

Henry’s Story

At age 9, Henry had ADHD, depression, and diffi  culty regu-
lating his emotions. The school did not have a special edu-
cation plan in place and responded to Henry’s behavior by 
removing him from the classroom and sending him home.

Henry’s school experience was so negative that he talked 
about hurting himself and had to be hospitalized. Because 
there was no plan to keep Henry safe, his mother dropped 
out of her GED classes to attend school with Henry. CCA 
represented the family and got Henry placed in a small 
classroom that helps him emotionally regulate. He is in a 
therapeutic after-school program, attends school on his 
own, and is making a lot of progress.

Systemic Change

When parents of preschool children with special needs 
asked Norwalk Public Schools for the special education 
services their children were legally entitled to, Norwalk 
required the parents to gather and complete lengthy 
documents before the school system would assess the 
children’s needs. 

CCA fi led a complaint with the State Department of Educa-
tion (SDE) about Norwalk’s practices, and as a result of the 
SDE ruling, Norwalk will no longer delay special education 
services to children with special needs. The preschoolers 
who missed special education supports will receive services 
to make up for the time lost. 



Racial Justice
Racial justice underlies all of CCA’s work. 

Data show racial and ethnic inequities are pervasive in 
health, education, child protection and juvenile justice. 
CCA analyzes systemic problems with a racial justice lens, 
and spearheads advocacy to directly target racial injustice.

Racial and Ethnic Disparities (RED) Reduction

Members of the Center’s RED Reduction Committees are 
decision-makers from local and state education, juvenile 
justice, judicial and law enforcement systems, who work 
together to analyze data, implement and test system 
changes to reduce RED in juvenile justice involvement and 
school discipline. 

CCA continued work with the national Center for Children’s 
Law and Policy to lead RED Committees in Bridgeport, 
Hartford, New Haven and Waterbury, and developed a 
new RED Reduction Committee in Hamden. This year, one 
system reform provided a detailed school re-entry protocol 
to prevent recidivism for youth returning to Hartford from a 
juvenile justice facility. CCA continued work with the nation-
al Center for Children’s Law and Policy to lead RED Com-
mittees in Bridgeport, Hartford, New Haven and Waterbury, 
and developed a new RED Reduction Committee in Hamden. 

Bullying and Discrimination 

A survey of Connecticut Muslim students found that almost 
half felt treated negatively and unfairly in school because of 
their religion. In response, the Center collaborated with 
CAIR-Connecticut (Council on American Islamic Relations) 
to present a Facebook Live training on bullying and discrim-
ination to teach parents and youth how to advocate for an 
appropriate response from the school system. The video 
has received over 1,700 views. 

Sheff  School Desegregation Case

CCA attorney Martha Stone continued as lead co-counsel 
in Sheff  v. O’Neill, Connecticut’s educational equity case. 
Along with the NAACP Legal Defense Fund, the ACLU, 
and the National Center for Law and Economic Justice, 
the Center is defending Sheff  desegregation remedies 
challenged in the new federal lawsuit, Robinson v. Wentzell, 
that would erode the gains made and return Greater Hart-
ford to a separate and unequal school system.

Restorative Justice 

CCA continued its work to replace juvenile justice facilities’ 
overly punitive responses to misbehavior with restorative 
justice practices that help youth build interpersonal and 
communication skills that can help avoid future justice 
system involvement.

Through collaboration with the Department of Corrections, 
the Judicial Branch’s Court Support Services Division, and 
the Center for Restorative Justice at Suff olk University, 
ground-breaking restorative justice practices were intro-
duced at Manson Youth Institution (MYI), Bridgeport 
Juvenile Detention Center and Hartford Juvenile Detention 
Center. 

Initial data from MYI show a dramatic improvement in youth  
behavior following the introduction of restorative practic-
es: after three months, 73% of participating youth showed 
improved behavior. 

 



Abuse and Neglect
CCA provides holistic legal representation to abused and 
neglected children to ensure that DCF provides stability and 
a caring adult. The Center enforces children’s legal rights 
in areas impacted by traumatic experiences – education, 
physical and mental health care and access to family. 

CCA’s attorney trainings and technical assistance help 
statewide attorneys provide outstanding legal representa-
tion to children in DCF care. 

Jason’s story

When Jason was six, a neighbor called DCF with concerns 
that Jason’s mother was abusing drugs and selling drugs 
from their apartment. 

DCF’s investigation confi rmed the neighbor’s report. They 
removed Jason from his mother’s home and placed him in 
foster care. Just months later, Jason’s mother passed away, 
and his foster parents planned to adopt him. 

Jason’s childhood trauma began to cause behavioral 
issues, and his foster parents were not sure they could 
meet his needs. The adoption was at risk of disrupting. 

As Jason’s attorney, the Center worked with DCF to ensure 
therapeutic behavioral supports were put in place to help 
Jason at home and at school. He developed a close bond 
with his foster family and was happy to be adopted this 
year. Despite tragic loss, Jason found his forever home.  

Systemic Change

Youth can remain in DCF care after age 18, but if DCF be-
lieves a youth is not complying with requirements, they can 
terminate care.

Youth have the right to appeal, but DCF does not provide 
them with legal representation at the hearing; DCF is 
represented by their own attorneys. 

CCA’s new 800 Pro Bono Project recruited and trained 
pro bono attorneys to represent youth, helping them main-
tain housing and educational opportunities through age 23. 



Speak Up
 

The fi ght for justice must be 
led by youth who have direct 
experience with injustice.
Youth leadership is critical for systemic reform. 

The Center’s Speak Up initiatives draw on CCA’s legal 
expertise and connections with statewide decision-makers 
to support youth advocacy for systemic change. 

The Center received a special grant this year to hire a 
community organizer who works with CCA attorneys to build 
youth leadership and power to advocate for systemic change. 

Reforming Police Interactions with Youth

The Center provides legal rights and advocacy trainings, 
and systemic advocacy supports, for low-income youth 
who are working together for reform that improves the 
lives of those from marginalized communities. 

This year, CCA trained and supported a group of teen girls 
from Hartford who organized to improve the way police 
offi  cers interact with youth. The group met with Hartford 
Police Department leaders to advocate for improved 
understanding of the reasons youth experience police as 
intimidating, and how past trauma can cause teens to 
react in ways that could escalate an interaction. 

In response to the Speak Up group’s advocacy, the Police 
Training Academy incorporated training on adolescent 
brain development into their curriculum.

Ending Youth Homelessness

CCA’s youth organizers are a group of 15-20 Hartford youth 
working to force systemic changes to reduce homelessness. 

The group began the year with training in communications, 
power, organizing and legal rights, researching youth home-
lessness to develop an upcoming advocacy campaign. 
Many of the youth have experienced housing instability 
and other challenges, and CCA’s attorneys are available to 
intervene to resolve the group’s own legal challenges. 

Juvenile Justice Reform

CCA’s Youth Justice Leaders are young people from across 
the state who have experienced deep involvement with the 
juvenile justice system. 

Supported by training from CCA, Youth Justice Leaders 
participate in systemic reform work of the Connecticut 
Legislature’s Juvenile Justice Policy and Oversight Commit-
tee. In partnership with youth advocates from other orga-
nizations, Youth Justice Leaders and CCA held a forum at 
the Legislative Offi  ce Building called Youth in Adult Prison 
– Ending the Practice. Youth shared their experiences in 
the adult criminal justice system to educate legislators and 
policy-makers, providing powerful reasons for Connecticut 
to stop the practice.

 



You made 
great things 
happen this year

Provided legal support to 1,036 children and 
youth in 61 Connecticut cities and towns.

Helped families of 192 children maintain or 
restore utility service.

Supported 150 children by providing legal 
advice and information to doctors, social 
workers and other providers.

Presented over 100 legal trainings across the 
state to increase the knowledge of profession-
als, parents and youth about the legal rights 
of children.

Trained 85 youth incarcerated at Manson 
Youth Institution about reentry legal rights, 
to improve successful return to school and 
community.



You made great things happen.
Contributions received July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019

$50,000+

1848 Foundation
Connecticut Bar Foundation
Connecticut Health Foundation
Hartford Foundation for 
  Public Giving
Melville Charitable Trust
The Tow Foundation

$10,000 to $49,999

American Savings Foundation
CARE of Connecticut
Community Chest of New 
  Britain and Berlin
The Community Foundation for 
  Greater New Haven
Datto Inc
Kathryn Emmett & David Golub
Ensworth Charitable 
  Foundation
Fairfi eld County’s Community 
  Foundation
William & Jean Graustein Fund
William Caspar Graustein 
  Memorial Fund
Elizabeth M. Landon and 
  Harriette M. Landon Charitable 
  Foundation
Near & Far Aid
Shipman & Goodwin, LLP
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The Colosky Family Fund
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  Ann T. D’Addario 
  Family Foundation Fund 
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  Edmund T. & Barbara S. 
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  Jan Ellen Youngblood Fund
Joan & David Cooney
Stanley D. & Hinda N. Fisher 
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  Foundation for Public Giving
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  Memorial Charitable Trust
Ruth & Hal Launders 
  Charitable Trust
Lewis Brisbois
The McPhee Foundation
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SBM Charitable Foundation
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Emma Blydenburgh
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Locke Lord, LLP
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Scott Murphy
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Northwest Connecticut 
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Rotary Club of Westport
Rutkin, Oldham & Griffi  n LLC
Silver, Golub & Teitell, LLP
Tapper Charitable Foundation
Tokio Marine HCC
Wiggin & Dana, LLP

$1,000 to $2,499

ACCEL Law Group
Robert Alexander
Allen Family Fund
Barnes Group
Terry Bedard
Allison & John Bombara
Elena & Michael Byrne
Capitol Region Education 
  Council
Carroll Wealth Management of 
  Raymond James
Leslie Noordyk-Cenci 
  Charitable Fund
Charter Oak Health Center
The Cheryl Chase & Stuart 
  Bear Family Foundation
Diane & Sanford Cloud
Connecticut Children’s Medical 
  Center
Maria Luisa De Castro Foden
Sarah Downs & Suman Ravuri
Nancy Earls
Founders Technology Group
Julie & Jonathan Francis
Marilda Gandara
Cindy & David Gerber
Larry Goanos
Lindsay Harvey & Bob Spencer
Marcia & Jerry Howard
Innovative Network Solutions
Insperity
Konover Coppa Family Fund

Koskoff  Koskoff  & Bieder, PC
Lumesis Inc
Jo Ann & Ed Mascolo
Max Cares Foundation
Eileen & Walter McDonough
Kathryn Scheinberg-Meyer & 
  Eddie Meyer
Tollie Miller & Val Rossetti
Mohegan Sun 
Mary Lee Morrison
Niemasik Kaufman Family Fund
People’s United Bank
Pullman & Comley, LLC
Purdue Pharma
Ritter Family Fund
Rotary Club of West Hartford
The Ruff ee Family Charitable 
  Fund
Alyse & Jay Sicklick
Eileen & Tim Smith
St. John’s Community 
  Foundation
Johanna & William Stroever
Christine & Jerry Sullivan
Jason Szanyi
Antonia & Carlton Thompson
United Technologies Corporation
United Way of Central and 
  Northeastern Connecticut
United Way of Greater New 
  Haven
Arthur  E. Webster
Webster Bank
Whitman Breed Abbott & 
  Morgan
Barbara Wolf & Andy Schatz
Yale-New Haven Health System

$500 to $999

ABC Language Services
Hon. Ellen Ash Peters & 
  Philip Blumberg
Axinn Veltrop & Harkride
Miriam Berkman
Katherine & William Bloss
Kelley & Walter Bonn
Ellen M. Brown Fund
Sherry L. Brown Family Fund
Brown & Brown of CT
Leslie Bulion & Rubin Hirsch
Jennifer & Marty Carroll
The Children’s Fund of 
  Connecticut
Bertrand Condren
CT Hispanic Bar Association
Kate Ericson
Ada Fenick & Yair Minsky
The Francis Family
Green & Sklarz, LLC
Rev. Donald Hamer

John & Kelly Hartman 
  Foundation
Barbara Hennessy
Horton, Dowd, Bartschi & 
  Levesque, PC
Elin Houseworth & Scott Wells
Jill & Brad Hutensky
Janet Jackson
Timothy Jensen
Patrick Kennedy
Kurt Kruczek
Roberta & Lew Kurlantzick
LEARN
Carol Lewitt
The Mascolo Family
Clare Meade
Tricia Melly
Joanne & Dennis Nordstrom
Mark O’Donnell
Offi  ce of the Healthcare 
  Advocate
Our Piece of the Pie
Maria & Robert Panza
Bessy Reyna & Susan Holmes
Penny Robiner & David Miner
Robinson & Cole, LLP
Catherine Forman & Kenneth 
  Rosenthal
Rossi Charitable Foundation
Debra Ruel
Amy & Justin Ruggieri
Ralph Russo
RYASAP
Karen Snyder
Eric Sussman
Andrea Sweet
The Village for Families & 
  Children
Truscinski Family
University of New Haven Tow 
  Youth Justice Institute
Susan Walkama
Michael Walsh
Walsh Woodard, LLC
Michael Wilder
The Eric & Jessica Zachs 
  Family Foundation

$250 to $499

9 Hole Women’s Golf Group
Catharine Arnold & John Bozzi
Joshua Bauer
Genea Bell
Berchem Moses, PC
Susan Bergenn
Deborah & Lawrence Berliner
Peggy Carey & Jonathan Best
Susan Bryson & Larry Nadel
Judith & Roger Bunker
Cantor Colburn LLP
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Antoinetta Capriglione
Bonita Cohen
Community Partners In Action
Nancy & Jim Cox
Bill Davis
Anthony DeStefano
Linda Drazen & Meg Bloom
John Duhamel
Sheila & Paul Dworkin
Lissa Eade
Mary Ann & James Emswiler
Lori Flaherty
Robert Francis
Brenda & Joseph Garrison
GO Media
Jay Goldfarb
Laurie Gonzalez
Susan & Michael Good
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  Feinstein
Marisa & Christopher Halm
The Hartford
Leslee Hill
Carmen Holzman
John Horr
Kathy Kalkbrenner
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Robin & Andrew Keller
Karen Kellerman & Peter 
  Arakas
Nancy & Rick Klaff ky
Lynn & Doug Knight
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The Law Offi  ce of Courtney P. 
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Nina Livingston & Mario Perez
Fran Ludwig
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  Colosky
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Kathy & Mark Meyering
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Anne & Robert O’Brien
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Pro Insurance Solutions
Jerri & Loreto Quintiliano
Sheila Rao
Reid & Riege, PC

Daniel Rezende
Nancy & Michael Rion
Marcus Rivera
Alejandro Rodriguez
Antonio Ruggieri
Russell Family Fund
Richard Saxl
ServPro of the Farmington 
  Valley
Iris Silverstein
The Simon Konover Company
Mary Simonson & Jeff rey Bary
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  & Flom LLP
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  Kinlock
Tracey Steger
Lillian Stone
Martha Stone
Tim Sullivan
Valerie Thompson
TRUMPF
Stanley Twardy, Jr.
Tzedakah House, LLC
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  Gift Fund
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  Funkhouser
Anita & Herbert Weinblatt
Cecily Ziegler

$100 to $249

Benjamin Accardo
Karen Adams
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Rebecca & Martin Anderson
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Arthur J Gallagher Foundation
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Kristina Baldwin
Bank of America Charitable 
  Foundation
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Bethany Berger
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Brittany Berkey
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Mario Borelli
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Courtney & Ann Bourns
Jane & Terry Brady
Mary & Francis Brady
UConn School of Medicine
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Daniel Brown, Jr.
Camille Brown-Koff 
Joyce & Harold Buckingham
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Sarah Burnett
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Catholic Charities, Inc
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  Medicine
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Noreen Channels & Donald 
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Karen Cheyney & Robert 
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The Children’s Fund of 
  Connecticut
Bruce Chudwick
Leslie Clark
Brian Clemow
Cliff ord Beers Clinic
Lynn Cochrane
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David Cousins
Christopher Cronk
Stacy Bennett
Susan Cunningham
Lynn Curless
Mary Jane & Paul DeFilippo
Meredith DeRosa
Rowena & Donald Dery
Marilyn Diaz
Dolan & Dolan, LLC
Diane & David Doot
Tanya Dorman
Robert Dudley
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Darlene Dunbar
Julia Dunlop
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Barbara Edelstein
Eleven28 Entertainment - 
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Joyce & Richard Ellis
Barbara & Jeff  Erdmann
Julie & Michael Fay
Andrew Feinstein
Joan Feldman & Martin Keibel

Sue & John Ferguson
Matilde Figueroa
Finn Nightingale Family Fund
Carla Krafchik
Stephanie Fitzgerald & Frank 
  Cochran
Richard Flamio
Kerrie Flanagan
Mario Fuentes
Carolyn & Leslie Gabel-Brett
Anna & Bryan Garsten
Heather Gates
Philip Genty
Cynthia Glasser & Phil Putnam
Linda & Ira Goldman
Brendan Gooley
Lynn & Stephen Grant
Lisa Grumet & Mark Daly
L. Philip Guzman
Denise Hall
Leah Hartman
Sally & Robert Harvey
Jackie & John Hastings
Patricia Hevner
Eva Ott Hill
Charlotte & Edward Holahan
Chloe & Wesley Horton
Sybil & Andrew Houlding
Phyllis Hyman & David Fink
Jacqueline & Stephen Jacoby
Bud Jason
Mary Jennings
Jill Jensen
Winston Johnson
Judith Jordan
Patricia Joyce
Maryanne & David Kane
Pamela & Ross Kaufman
Samantha Kempster
Sara Kennedy
John Khalil
Judith King
Charlotte Koskoff 
Patricia & Frederick Krug
Rich Kucharski
Mary Claire LaBelle & Jeff rey 
  Suter
Nancy & Jerome Lahman
Debra & Charles Landrey
Shelley & Robert Langer
Nancy LaRocca
Robert Leighton
Adam Leitman Bailey
Mary Beth Lerner & Bruce 
  Clarke
John LeRoy
Leslie Levin
Jay Levin
Margaret Levy
Bill Liberis
Alan Lieberman
J. Daane Logsdon & Gerard   
  Barton
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Louis Tallarita
Justin Taylor
Gretchen Test
Ann Thomas
Corine Thompson
Preston Tisdale
Gunjan Tiyyagura
Laura Tobin DeArman
Stephen Tracy
Rob Treacy
Joanne Tremblay Jackson
Ann Tremont
Yulin Tsao-Owens & Jim Owens
Karin Twarog
United HealthCare
United Methodist Women
Linne & Ken Ursaki
Violette Mechanical
Susan Vogel
Torey Walsh

Stuart Warner
Ticia Webster
Weinerman Foundation
George Welch
Alice & Eric Werner
Liz & Robert Werner
Deborah & James Wickwire
Michael Widland
Michelle Wilcox DeBarge
Hon. Omar Williams
Emily & Marvin Williams
Lynn & Lee Williamson
Alicia Woodsby
Adam Yagaloff 

Up to $99 

Ann Smith
A.M. Lithography
Alan Addley
Marguerite Allard
Bibi H Allie
Imtiaz Allie
Serena Allie
Trinity Allie
Raghib Allie-Brennan
AmazonSmile Foundation
Sheila Amdur & Marcia Neff 
Gary Antigiovanni
Iryna Antonyuk
Thomas Araujo
Blake C Avallone
John Bailin
Sonia Banwer & 
  Robert Rosenthal
Eric Barret
Alice & Jon Bauer
Darlene & William Beckert
Johany Bedon
Alison & Adam Beitscher
Christopher Bertsch
Meryl Betancourt
Barbara & Jack Blechner
Elizabeth Bobrick
Anthony Bodo
Beth Boland
Nancy Bono
Nancy Boone
David Booth
Kate Boucher
Julia Bradley
Beth & Leonard Bren
Kenneth Bresler
Daniel Brewster
Glenna & Chet Brodnicki
Robert Brody
Matthew Brogan
Tracy A. Broomer
Elizabeth Brown
Robert Brown
Kim & Stephen Brownell

Andrew Buffi  ngton
Laura Bunyan
Nicole Burian
Georgia Burman
Mark Burritt
Michael Busick
Laurie & Richard Cahill
Barbara Calza Self
Donna Cambria
William Carbone
Nicolina Carrano
Marianne & Timothy Carroll
Crystal Caruso
Ruth Castillo
Kathleen Castleberry
First Choice Health Centers
Barbara Cates
James Clark
Jeremy Cline
Gina Cocchiola
Linda Colantino
Gloria Coles
Jane Comerford
John Conlon
Carol Contessa
Beth Cook
Dawn Coons
Danielle Cooper
Kathy & John Cooper
Stephen Cote
Audrey & Rep. Joseph Courtney
Nitzalie Crespo
Matthew Cummings
Jeff  Currey
Mardi D’Alessandro-Hanson 
  & Sal D’Alessandro
Anthony D’Angelo
Benedict Daigle
Danosky & Associates
Lynne DeLucia
Salvatore DeSimone
Mark DeVito
Andrew Deegan
Merilee Dejohn
Shari Delaney
Trevor Delmore
Liz Devito
Joe DiBenedetto
Mike Dolce
Gloria Domiziano
Michael Donofrio
Mildred & John Doody
Cecilia Dotta
Douglas Drayton
Lorraine Dube-Sullivan 
  & Jeanine Lavoie
Fabian Durango
Melanie Dykas
Henry Dyson
Gloria & William Earls
Barbara Edelson
Sarah Eldrich



Andrea Emery
Hon. Cara Eschuk
Christopher Esposito
Marilyn Fagelson
Christopher Falcone
Robert Faulkner
Rita Fazzino
Ann Feinberg
Amelia Feliciano
Mark Ferguson
Fanny Ferreira
Daniel Fields
Brenda Finizio
Jean Fiorito
Sarah Allison Fishback
John Flanders
Linda & Jack Fleming
Anthony Formato
Alison Frazzini
Robin Frederick
Tammy Freeberg
Christina Freycinet
William Friedel
Karem Friedman
Deborah Fuller
Desmond Gamble
Karen Gantt
Nick Garard
Clarissa Garcia
Miriam Gardner-Frum
David Gee
Catherine Geib
Cathy Gentile-Doyle
Nara Giannella
Michael Gilbert
Jane Glander
Michael Goldfarb
Sara Goldfarb
David Gonzalez
Daniel Gonzalo
Evelyn Gorsline
Andrea Granahan
John Grassi
Jill Greaves
Lindsay Green
Olatokunbo Green
Nancy Greenberg
Grenger Law Offi  ces
Phyllis Guss
Susan Hamilton
Lisa & Thomas Hardcastle
Richard Haskell
Katie Healy
Jana Henderson
Jeff rey Herbst
Shirley Heredia
Kira Hogan
Daniel Horowitz
Laurel Hoskins & Stephen Pevar
Simone & Clay Howe
Linda Hudson
Tara Hughes

Lucille Kelly
Mark Irons
Jeff  Jecrois
Albert Johnson
Gary Johnson
David Johnston
Wendy Saff er & Tom Johnston
Rita & Leonard Katz
Mike Kenny
Heidi Kirn
Sharon Kirn
Sandra & Howard Klebanoff 
Karen Klein
Bette Bono & Alex Knopp
Marcel Knudsen
Peter Kochol
Kerry Kosuda
Leslie & Harlan Krumholz
Iria Martin-Kurtz & Mark Kurtz
Marcella & JD LaBelle
Karen & Joseph LaRussa
Ugo Lancellotti
Elizabeth Ryan Lane
Sharon Langer & 
  Matthew Horowitz
Lynda & David Larson
Brian Lazor
Charlotte Lee
Monique Lee
Matt Leonard
Nancy & Garry Leonard
David Levitt
LexisNexis
Robert Lhotan
Aviv Lipman
Stephanie Loughran
Athena & Costas Loukellis
Austin Luu
Rona Malakoff  & Ethan Goller
Anthony Malandra
Monica LaSalle
Ruth Mantak
Amy March
Josephine Marchetti
Deborah & Paul Marcuson
Lisa Maresca
Estelle Margolis
Beth & Martin Margulies
Pina Salvatore & 
  Michael Markowich
Lisa & Richard Marrone
Jennifer Martin
Roderick Martin
Anna Martini
Ines Matheny
Shubina Mathur
Margery May
Nyesha McCauley
Erin McDermott
Rosemarie McDonald
Lisa McElroy
Ellie & Tim McFadden

Kelly McGorty
Patricia McIntosh
Patrick McNally
Rory Mcguinness
Dianis Mercado
Layza Merced
Susan Meredith & John Watson
Dwight Merriam
Yogesh Kamdar
Jennifer Miller
Susan & Douglas Miller
Ephraim Mower
Abdul-Rahmaan Muhammad
Dayeshell Muhammad
Virginia & Michael Mulpeter
Carol & Dean Murphy
Dan Murray
Laurie Neira
Duong Thuy Nguyen
Joan Nickeson
Elizabeth & Don Noel
Alyssa & Joel Norwood
Amy Elizabeth O’Neal & 
  Jason Hine
Astrida Olds
Amanda Ore
Mickey & Mitchell Orkin
Caitlin Orocu
Ilse & Paul Orth
Todd Palker
Scott Papp
Michele & Alan Parker
Susan Pearlman
Laura & David Pels
Glenda Lee Perez
Antonio Pesce
Tamara Pezzente
Susan Pirog
Clotilde Poisson
Kenneth Polin
Pamela & Andrew Ponichtera
Ramon Pons
Rene Prasad
Sunita Prestage
Christina Preville
Katharine Preville
Lauren Preville
Kathy & Thomas Pugliese
Grace Puleo
Marc Donald
Xavier Quarterman
Margaret & Peter Rae
Jean Ragantesi
Krish Ram
Shambu Rao
Frederick Raudat
Ashley Raus
Patricia Reale
Rebecca Reed
Carina Reid
Lupine Reppert
Jennifer Rescigno

Peter Rescigno
Gail Reynolds
Veronica Rich
Barrett & Martin Robbins-Pianka
Gary Roberge
Peter Rockholz
Jonathan Rodriguez
Tadeo Rodriguez
John Rojan
Rudy Rojan
Julia Rosenberg
Sari Rosenblatt & 
  Steve Machuga
Monique Ross
Marilyn Rossetti
Sarah Royals
Susan Rubin
Sarabeth Rutkin
Miosotys Santiago
Elizabeth Santovasi
Daniel Saper
Erik Scaranuzzo
Alex Schettino
Joseph Schettino
Sally Schettino
Mary Ellen Schloss
Susan Creamer & 
  Jon Schoenhorn
Alice Schumacher
Russell Schwartz
Steven Schwartz
Martin Schwartzman
Kim Selvaggi
Mariana Serrano
Agustin Sevillano
Law Offi  ce of David Shaw, LLC
John Shay
Betsy Shepard-Wodell
Diane & Ted Sierpina
Adam Silverman
Susan Silverman & Barry Simon
Ashok Singh
Robert Sorrentino
Julie Spencer
Theresa & Tim Steele
Gaeton Stella
Kelsey Sullivan
Lois Sullivan
Maria Taccariello
Nathalie Taranto
Jeremy Tartack
Jane & Richard Tedder
Ellen & John Thomas
Taylor Tomack
Maureen Tracy
Sally & Thomas Tresselt
Anthony Trongone
Fran Sherman & Scott Tucker
Brian Van Dam
Sue & Robert VanDerzee
Maritza Velez
Robert Villanova

You made great things happen.
Contributions received July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019



Gifts in Honor

John Balin, in honor of 
  Mardi D’Alessandro-Hanson
Nicolina Carrano, in honor of 
  Mardi D’Alessandro-Hanson
Mardi D’Alessandro-Hanson & 
  Sal D’Alessandro, in honor of 
  Mardi D’Alessandro-Hanson
Nara Ginanella, in honor of 
  Mardi D’Alessandro-Hanson
Margery May, Gail Reynolds
Cheryl Zwingman-Bagley, in   
  honor of Mardi 
  D’Alessandro-Hanson
Susan Rubin, In honor of 
  Alexander Feld
Susan Rubin, in honor of 
  Paul Rubin
Jennifer Hills, in honor of 
  Andrea Sweet

Gift in Memoriam

Gloria Coles, in memory of 
  Edith Russell
Dawn Coons, in memory of 
  Faith Cohan
Lisa Namerow & Fred Tilden, 
  in memory of Martha Namerow
Susan Rubin, in memory of 
  Sidney Druckman

In-Kind Donations

Adam’s Mill Restaurant
Back East Brewing
Bartaco
Black Hawk Sport Fishing
Black Hog Brewing
Elizabeth & Robert Booz
Boston Red Sox
Carrie & Dan Boucher
Bridgeport Port Jeff erson Ferry
Leslie Bulion
Lisa Carabetta
Cardio Express
Connecticut Science Center
Copper Beech Institute
Cromwell Growers
Crystal Rock
Datto Inc
Day Pitney LLC
Elkins Investment Group
Empower Leadership Sports
Eugene O’Neill Theater Center
Laurie Frenzel
Garden Catering
Ginger & Pickles Baking Co.
Jonathan Good
Gouveia Vineyards
Grants Restaurant
Hartford Flavor Company
Hartford Stage
Hartford Yard Goats
Jackie Hastings
Heritage Printers
Jill & Brad Hutensky
Indian River Kayak & Marina
Infi nity Music Hall
Integral Industries
International Festival of Arts 
  & Ideas
Island Queen Ferry
J.Jill
Jade Yoga
Kidcity Children’s Museum
Annyte Klein
Kramer Portraits

Carol Vinnick & 
  Thomas Connolly
Krystn Wagner
Roberta & Mark Wallace
Kathleen Walsh
Eric Wean
Howard & Patricia Weiner
Janice & David Wenzel
Isiah Whatley Jr
Laura Wiggs
Ana Williams
Christopher Williams
Mr. Michael Williams
Wofsey, Rosen, Kweskin 
  & Kuriansky LLP
Jessica Wolf
Catherine Wynne
Christopher Yula
Barbara & Albert Zakarian
Kara Zarchin
Catherine Zeiner
Braeden Ziegler
David Zimmerman
Cheryl Zwingman-Bagley

Matching Gifts

Authur J. Gallagher Foundation
The Hartford
The Hartford Financial Services 
  Group Inc. 
Hartford Fire Insurance 
  Company
Pfi zer
United HealthCare

La Gondola Providence
Charles Landrey
Long Wharf Theatre
Lyman Orchards
Macy’s Inc
Mark Twain House & Museum
Metro Bis Restaurant
Michael Danchak Woodworks
John Motley
Muse Paintbar
Mystic Aquarium
Mystic Seaport
Nomads Entertainment
North Country Rivers
Parkville Management
Payton
Playhouse on Park
Cloe Poisson
Polsky Sports & Entertainment
PriceRite
Regift The Wrap
RISE Brewing Company
RPM Raceway
Penny Robiner
Alice Schumacher
Shubert Theater
Southern Connecticut Wine 
  Company
Deborah Staub-Luft
Stop & Shop
Deborah Strano
TAG Team Cleaning Services
The Waterford Group
TheaterWorks
Thomas Hooker Brewing 
  Company
Total Body Pilates & Yoga
Vineyard Vines
Wadsworth Atheneum Museum 
  of Art
Water’s Edge Resort & Spa
Brendan Wenzel
David Wenzel
John Buckner Winfi eld
Winspire
Zulu Nyala

We apologize for any errors 
or omissions. To provide a 
correction, please email 
sstein@cca-ct.org.

You made great things happen.
Contributions received July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019



Financial Information
July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019

Income 
Grants/Contributions                                                      1,656,732
Fees/Contracts                                                                  597,065
Other                                                                                   29,158
Total                                                                               2,282,955
    

   

Expenses    
Programs/Services                                                         2,073,622
Offi  ce/Administrative                                                   209,333
Total                              2,282,855

Other
1%

Grants/Contributions
73%

Programs/Services
91%

Fees/Contracts
26%

Offi  ce/Administrative
9%



Thank you for making this important work possible

July 2018

Settled lawsuit addressing 
inadequate education of 
expelled students

Trained all new Connecticut 
child protection attorneys 

Began implemention of 
restorative justice system 
in secure juvenile detention 
centers in Hartford and 
Bridgeport

August 2018

Received grant from 
Hartford Foundation for 
Public Giving for services 
for young people 
transitioning back to 
the community

Presented statewide 
webinar to pediatric 
emergency personnel 
on legal issues of adolescent 
health and confi dentiality

September 2018

Won ADA settlement with 
KinderCare to ensure access 
to childcare programs for 
children with diabetes

Began reentry legal trainings 
for youth in Manson Youth 
Institution

October 2018

Filed lawsuit against Norwalk 
Public Schools over special 
education defi cits

Appointed to Executive 
Committee of the state’s 
Juvenile Justice Policy 
Oversight Committee

November 2018

Won Fairfi eld Community 
Foundation’s inaugural 
Community Impact Award

Conducted legal rights 
training for medical students, 
residents, and care 
coordinators

December 2018

Began new Truancy 
Prevention Project with 
Juvenile Review Board



Thank you for making this important work possible

January 2019

Lead attorneys in Sheff  
vs. O’Neill celebrated 30 
year anniversary of Hartford 
school desegregation case

Hartford Courant published 
CCA Op-Ed “Why Aren’t We 
Prioritizing the Children?”

Began Racial and Ethnic 
Disparities Reduction 
Project in Hamden

February 2019

Initiated new pilot project to 
address needs of youth aging 
out of foster care

Conducted trainings to 
providers on legal rights of 
homeless youth

March 2019

Filed amicus brief to address 
right to legal representation 
on child abuse appeals

Spearheaded bill to extend 
health insurance to 17,000 
undocumented immigrant 
children

Connecticut Law Tribune 
“Giant Slayer” awarded to 
CCA attorney Bonnie Roswig

Hired CCA’s fi rst youth 
organizer to marshal and 
develop youth voice

April 2019

Hosted forum to introduce 
new DCF Commissioner 
Vanessa Dorantes; and Beth 
Bye, new Commissioner of 
the Offi  ce of Early Childhood

Convened statewide 
Medical Legal Partnership 
summit for attorneys and 
health personnel

May 2019

Hosted forum on Implicit Bias 
with Chief Justice Robinson 
and Justice Kahn

Presented at statewide 
conference of Connecticut 
Hospital Association on 
impact of poor housing 
conditions on children’s health

June 2019

Governor Lamont signed 
CCA-sponsored bills to 
provide access to HIV 
preventive medication 
(PrEP) for minors, and to 
preserve educational rights 
for homeless youth



Center for Children’s Advocacy
Staff 

Douglas Colosky, Chair
Vinny LaRocca, Vice Chair
Kate Boucher, Secretary
Tadeo Rodriguez, Treasurer
Claude Mayo, Chair Elect
Charleen Merced Agosto
Javier Aviles
Mario Borelli
Kathryn Emmett (ex offi  cio)
Reginald Harwell
Barbara Hennessy
Rebecca Matthews
Scott Murphy
Arnold Rutkin
Martha Stone (ex offi  cio)
Eric L. Sussman
Stuart Warner

Martha Stone, JD
Executive Director

Jay Sicklick, JD
Deputy Director
Director, Medical-Legal 
Partnership Project

Stacey Violante Cote, JD, MSW
Director of Operations
Director, Homeless Youth 
Advocacy Project

Bonnie Berk
Director, Communications

Blanca Bermeo
Paralegal

Lourdes Fonseca
Community Organizer

Marisa M. Halm, JD
Director, Juvenile 
Justice Project

Tasha Jackson
Finance Director

Kia Levey-Burden
Coordinator, 
Restorative Justice Project

Patricia Marealle, JD
Staff  Attorney, 
Immigrant Children's 
Justice Project

Kathryn Scheinberg Meyer, JD
Director, SpeakUp Initiatives
Educational Success Project

Tiff any Minakhom
Paralegal

Lori Nordstrom, JD
Director, Foundation 
Relations

Samuel Rivera, JD
Senior Staff  Attorney, 
Racial Justice Project

Board of Directors

Alice Rosenthal, JD
Senior Staff  Attorney, 
Medical-Legal 
Partnership Project

Bonnie Roswig, JD
Director, Disability Rights Project
Medical-Legal Partnership 

Stacy Schleif, JD
Senior Staff  Attorney, 
Child Abuse Project

Andrea Spencer, PhD
Educational Consultant

Susan Stein
Director of Development

Sabrina Tavi, JD
Senior Staff  Attorney, 
Child Abuse Project

Ann Tremont
Offi  ce Manager

Adam Yagaloff , JD
Staff  Attorney, 
Homeless Youth 
Advocacy Project

Advisory Board

Miriam Berkman
John Brittain
Brett Dignam
L. Philip Guzman
Wesley Horton
Elizabeth Morgan
Eileen Silverstein
Preston Tisdale
Stanley A. Twardy, Jr.
Stephen Wizner
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Please click here to help now. 
Thank you, so much.

https://ccact.salsalabs.org/AnnualAppeal2019


Center for Children’s Advocacy is the largest 
children’s legal rights organization in New England. 

Offi  ces
2074 Park Street, Hartford
211 State Street, Bridgeport
CCA at Yale New Haven Hospital, New Haven
CCA at Connecticut Children’s Medical Center, Hartford
CCA at Burgdorf Bank of America Health Center, Hartford
Teen Legal Clinic at Harding High School, Bridgeport
Immigration Clinic at Norwalk High School, Norwalk
Mobile Legal Offi  ce

Mailing Address
65 Elizabeth Street, Hartford, CT 06105

Fighting for the legal rights of 
Connecticut’s most vulnerable children

cca-ct.org and speakupteens.org




