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Vision and action: leading the way

Dear Friends of the Center,

The wisdom of some words is universal, their impact resonating year after year in 
situations seemingly unrelated.

Describing the process of writing, E. L. Doctorow said it is “like driving a car at night. 
You can see only as far as your headlights, but you can make the whole trip that way.” 

The road we travel as advocates for the most vulnerable children in our state is not 
always easy to navigate. There are bumps and roadblocks, switchbacks and detours. 
We cannot foresee the obstacles that will arise, but our vision - like Doctorow’s head-
lights - remains clear. The Center for Children’s Advocacy exists to protect Connecti-
cut’s most at-risk children. Our devotion and commitment does not waiver, no matter 
how diffi cult the road.

Your action - your generous support - makes positive change possible. 

Our recent work has created the launch of the state’s fi rst mobile legal services van 
to reach children and teens in their own communities; has resulted in passage of 
legislation that betters the lives of thousands of the poorest and most at-risk children; 
has reduced the disproportionate school exclusion of children of color; has created 
the state’s fi rst oversight of alternative school programs.

We are so very appreciative of all you do for the children the Center represents. 
Thank you, from the children, from our staff and our Board. We could not travel this 
road without you.

Martha Stone   Doug Colosky
Executive Director  Board Chair



Twenty years from now you will be more 
disappointed by the things you didn’t do 
than by the ones you did do.  – Mark Twain

Is it hyperbole to say we save a life? 

A child who suffers from abuse or neglect or abandonment begins 
life with emotional and physical pain that is diffi cult to dissipate. 

Our attorneys are dedicated and persistent. We stick with every 
child we represent, from the fi rst day we meet through secure family 
placement, from initial school meetings through high school gradua-
tion, from access to healthcare through critical long-term supports.

How many chances do we get to save the life of a child? 
Just one. We accept that challenge.

Accepting the challenge



Our unwavering dedication ...

We represented over 800 individual children throughout Connecticut ...

Elena is in a wheelchair at school. The school refused to get involved when a group 
of boys repeatedly told Elena she’d be better off dead and threatened to kill her.

Elena is only one example. We provided legal services to children from 44 cities and 
towns, on issues including access to educational services, child guardianship, abuse 
and neglect, substandard housing, access to health and mental health care, services 
for disabled children, eligibility for income supports, school discipline.

We fought to help thousands of Bridgeport school children ...

Bridgeport children who were struggling in early grades never got assessments for 
educational issues or emotional struggles. Parents kept coming to us for support and 
we continued to fi nd that the school was not paying attention.

Our litigation in Sheff vs. O’Neill continues to support
Hartford school children ...

Hartford school children deserve the chance to attend quality, integrated schools. 
But the majority of the city’s 23,400 public school students are still in segregated schools, 
many of which are underperforming. 

We guided juvenile justice reforms to ensure equal treatment ...

Youth of color have been treated more harshly by Connecticut’s juvenile justice system.
There are racial and ethnic disparities at many points, including arrests and time spent
in detention.

We led the effort to reform Connecticut’s Alternative Schools ...

Connecticut’s alternative schools still operate without standards or state oversight. 
Buildings are crumbling, teachers often not certifi ed, class hours not mandated. 
Youth who attend are likely to drop out and never fi nish high school. 



achieved remarkable outcomes.

and we got amazing results.

We demanded that the school system move Elena to a program where she 
would be physically and emotionally safe. Meetings were challenging, but we 
prevailed. Elena feels welcome and protected in her new classroom.

and we won a State Department of Education Complaint 
that assures help for all Bridgeport children.

The Center fi led a complaint with the State Department of Education regarding 
Bridgeport’s failure to identify children with special education needs. State 
investigators ordered Bridgeport to take corrective action, a tremendous 
victory for all Bridgeport school children.

and our work created 42 Magnet Schools, 
including fi ve new ones this year.

We have the passion and we have the perseverance. We will continue our 
push and are committed to seeing this through - until all Hartford school 
children can access quality, integrated schools.

and reforms in Bridgeport, Hartford, New Haven 
and Waterbury have reduced racial and ethnic disparities.

Our work with school systems, police departments, the Connecticut Judicial
Branch and the Department of Children and Families has reduced disparities
for youth of color. School-based arrests have signifi cantly decreased and we
have reduced the longer lengths of time that youth of color waited for 
residential treatment. 

and we turned the tide, creating state investigation of 
programs and working toward mandatory standards.

We improved conditions in alternative schools in Bridgeport, New Haven and
Hartford, securing more full-time certifi ed teachers and important support 
services. Schools are in safer buildings and safer neighborhoods. We worked 
with the State Department of Education to develop steps now in place to assess 
every program in the state and mandate common standards.



Nigel was hungry and frightened.

When DCF removed Nigel from his mother’s home in 2008, 
he was fi lthy, hungry and terrifi ed. His mother was danger-
ously neglectful, violent in her interactions with Nigel, and 
addicted to alcohol and drugs. Nigel’s father, never a part 
of Nigel’s life, was a violent member of a local gang.

By the time he was seven, Nigel had been moved around 
to 12 different places:

• 3 foster homes
• 2 “Safe Homes”
• 3 inpatient psychiatric hospital stays
• 2 sub-acute hospital stays
• 2 more inpatient psychiatric stays

He suffered sexual abuse, domestic violence and severe 
corporal punishment. And some of that happened in his 
foster homes.

Finally, with the help of an attorney from the Center for 
Children’s Advocacy, Nigel was placed with a family that 
was licensed as a therapeutic foster home. They gave him 
love and stability. They had older children who adored him. 
And they carefully had him tested to discover the kinds of 
supports he so badly needed.

In August, this kind, loving, and supportive family adopted 
Nigel. His PTSD and ADHD are managed with medication. 
Emotional outbursts are less frequent, and special educa-
tion support in school has been a great success. 

Nigel constantly talks about how much he loves his new 
family and how happy he is that they will be together forev-
er. His new stability, emotional and behavioral progress 
are a tribute to his remarkable resilience.

We are very happy to know that we played a role in 
fi nding Nigel his “forever” family.

We orchestrated a new beginning.



Our vision and action led to huge legislative successes.

Preventing detention of children of color 

A new law written by the Center creates a pilot mediation program to keep kids 
involved in family violence cases out of the juvenile justice system.

Public Act 14-217, Section 85

Closing the education gap in foster care and detention

A new ‘Raise the Grade’ law written by the Center requires that every child’s 
educational records be shared with DCF, foster parents and children’s attorneys. 
Youth in state facilities will get immediate attention to enforce their educational rights.

Public Act 14-99

Helping abused and neglected children access pre-school

A new law written by the Center creates access to pre-school for children in DCF care. 
This is an important step in closing Connecticut’s achievement gap and guiding foster 
children toward a secure future.

Public Act 14-217, Sections 132-133

Providing support for kids who are homeless and alone

New funding, advocated for by the Center, adjusts state expenditures for outreach 
centers, shelters and transitional housing. This support is key for the safety of youth 
who are homeless.

File Number 524

Protecting immigrant children

A new law written by the Center codifi es federal language on Special Immigrant 
Juvenile Status to protect children who are dependent on the court.

Public Act 14-104, Sections 8-9

For details about the Center’s new legislative successes, go to kidscounsel.org/legislative



Anh and Lin were abandoned.

Sisters Anh and Lin lost their mother to cancer. Their father 
brought them to the U.S. to start a new life, settling in Hart-
ford near family. 

Within a year, the girls were abandoned by their father, left 
in the care of an aunt and uncle who were awarded guard-
ianship by the court. But Lin had a medical issue and no 
insurance; and neither sister had legal status in the United 
States.

Despite their recent arrival, both girls were earning honors 
at school. Anh wants to be a surgeon, Lin a veterinarian. 

Their aunt and uncle didn’t know what to do, not realizing 
that legal advocacy could help. 

A social worker at school referred the girls to the Center for 
Children’s Advocacy. The Center fi led with probate court 
for Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (SIJS) and obtained 
fi ndings that allowed the girls to apply for legal status. 

The Center’s legislative victories this year include a new 
law that provides this protection for other immigrant chil-
dren, like Anh and Lin, who are victims of abuse, neglect 
or abandonment.

 

Jess was suicidal. The school ignored that. 

Jess goes to school in Bridgeport. After a challenging 
year, both at school and at home, she was hospitalized for 
threatening to take her own life. 

Jess’s mother asked Bridgeport Schools to schedule a 
meeting to fi gure out the best support for Jess when she 
came back to school. The school had no records from this 
meeting, nor from a second a few months later.   

Jess’s mother shared clinical summaries that detailed psy-
chiatric impairments, but Bridgeport denied Jess an eval-
uation. They said she was not eligible because she was 
passing all subjects. Jess’s report card showed three Fs 
and her teacher noted her danger of failing the academic 
year - very different from the school’s claim.

Jess continued to have frequent hospitalizations and multi-
ple absences, to fail in her classes and not get support. 

The school did nothing until the Center for Children’s 
Advocacy intervened.

At Jess’s most recent PPT, Bridgeport arranged her evalu-
ation and found her eligible for special education. As a 
result of the Center’s legal advocacy, Jess was placed in 
a therapeutic program where she has perfect attendance 
and has made tremendous progress.
 

We advocated and we won.



We launched new initiatives.

Training law enforcement 
to reduce youth arrests

This year, we put a project in place to reduce racial and 
ethnic disparities in juvenile arrests and lower the high 
recidivism rate at the Connecticut Juvenile Training School. 

Our new law enforcement training project is a collaboration 
with the Connecticut Mental Health Juvenile Justice Action 
Network and the Youth Law Enforcement Corporation of the 
Pennsylvania Minority Contact Action Network.

Our work with youth and police offi cers helps each group 
understand the trauma, mental health issues and response 
of youth of color to styles of police intervention. The train-
ings, which use an innovative approach that includes facil-
itated interaction with youth and police offi cers, are sched-
uled to take place at a local community-based program and 
at the Connecticut Juvenile Training School.

Bringing legal support directly to youth 
who are homeless and alone

We continue to expand our innovative model of legal rep-
resentation that places attorneys at community sites that 
serve poor children and youth. 

The Center’s new mobile legal offi ce – a customized van 
– is starting up its schedule this fall with visits to Hartford 
locations frequented by youth who are homeless and alone. 

Legal advocacy can resolve some of the problems that 
homeless kids are facing. We can help them stay in school, 
get medical or mental health care, fi nd a place to sleep or 
eat, and a place to be safe. 

Our new mobile offi ce is just the second of its kind in the 
United States, bringing legal services directly to kids who 
are in critical need. 

Watch our website at kidscounsel.org for 
locations, schedules and pictures. The van 
design will be revealed early in December! 



We made the news . . local, state and national.

Hartford Courant OpEd – June 10
Information Key to Saving At-Risk Infants
Most children who die from abuse are killed by a caregiver, 
most often the father or the mother’s boyfriend. The great-
est predictor of child homicide is a family history of abuse 
or neglect. We need full-scale, in-depth, publicly available 
investigative reports for every unexpected child death, in 
time to prevent the next death. –Alexandra Dufresne

Hartford Courant Editorial – June 13
Honors for Hartford Magnet Schools Keep Coming 
Sheff plaintiffs will continue their push until every Hartford 
child who wants an integrated education has the opportuni-
ty, said attorney Martha Stone, a member of the top-notch 
Sheff legal team.

CT Mirror OpEd – April 17
The Nation is Shocked that Connecticut’s Department 
of Children and Families has sent an abused girl in its care, 
a girl facing no criminal charges, to an adult prison. I wish 
that I could be shocked, too. This move is another example 
of a clear pattern of bad decisions regarding girls in state 
care. –Martha Stone

CT Post – March 29
State Wants Accountability from Alternative Schools
There are hundreds of alternative education programs 
around the state, but education offi cials aren’t sure if the 
programs are clearing the path to a high school diploma 
or becoming dumping grounds that lead to more dropouts. 
“We need to re-engage students... (and need) some unifor-
mity amongst each site,” said Leon Smith, attorney with the 
Center for Children’s Advocacy.

U.S. Attorney’s Offi ce – May 29
Settlement Ensures Equal Access to Summer Camp
Bonnie Roswig, Center for Children’s Advocacy Medical-
Legal Partnership, focuses on protecting the rights of dis-
abled children as mandated by the federal Americans with 
Disabilities Act. 

CT Mirror OpEd – March 19
Teaching to an Empty Seat
Suspensions, expulsions and arrests in schools are dispro-
portionately imposed on children of color. Last year, there 
were nearly 2,000 suspensions of children under age 7. Ex-
clusionary discipline continues despite a body of research 
that shows that children who are suspended are more likely 
to drop out of school and become involved with the juvenile 
justice system. –Kathryn Meyer and Leon Smith 

WNPR – January 27
Bridgeport Failed to Identify Students 
in Need of Special Education
The State Department of Education has determined that 
Bridgeport Public Schools violated their obligation to 
students under the Individuals with Disabilities Act. The 
Center for Children’s Advocacy fi led a complaint on behalf 
of Bridgeport students.

Public News Service – November 14
Program Successfully Tackles Youth Incarceration
Black and Latino youth have a greater chance of being 
funneled into the juvenile justice system than white youth 
who commit the same offenses. A new committee in New 
Haven has joined similar groups in Hartford and Bridgeport 
to address the issue according to Leon Smith, director of 
the Alternative Schools Project at Connecticut’s Center for 
Children’s Advocacy.

CT Law Tribune – June 17
Legal Clinic Gives Voice to Homeless Teens
Stacey Violante Cote helps the homeless. Not by running 
a shelter or dishing up meals in a soup kitchen, but by 
serving up legal advice and representation. Violante Cote, 
director of the Teen Legal Advocacy Project at the Center 
for Children’s Advocacy, calls homeless teens the “invisible 
population.”

CT Post – May 13
Students Get Legal Help at High School Clinic
While many urban schools host medical clinics, bringing 
doctors’ services to schools where children in need can 
easily access them, Bridgeport’s Harding High School has 
the only school-based legal clinic in the state and is one of 
just a handful in the country. The clinic’s attorney, Edwin 
Colon of the Center for Children’s Advocacy, has no short-
age of work. Legal issues range from abuse and abandon-
ment to homelssness and legal status.Much more at kidscounsel.org/news



All of the Center’s attorneys have been tapped to serve 
on state and local committees responsible for protecting 
the poorest and most vulnerable children and youth. 

Our advocacy and expertise assures that the 
welfare of Connecticut’s children is of primary 
concern.  

Edwin Colon
• Bridgeport Mayor’s Task Force on 

Unaccompanied Minors

Stacey Violante Cote
• Chair, Reaching Home Campaign 

Homeless Youth Workgroup 

Alexandra Dufresne
• Connecticut Child Fatality Review Panel
• Private-Public Child Abuse Prevention Partnership

Marisa Halm
• CT Juvenile Justice Alliance Steering Committee
• Parent Work Group on Special Education for State  

Department of Education

Kathryn Meyer

• CT Kids Report Card Strategic Action Group for 
Chronic Absenteeism, Connecticut Legislature 
Children’s Committee

Alice Rosenthal
• Greater New Haven Care Collaborative

Bonnie Roswig
• Medical Assistance Program Oversight Council,

Complex Care Committee and Behavioral Health 
Partnership Oversight Council

• Connecticut Health Care Collaborative
• Affordable Care Act Committee of CT Legislature

Jay Sicklick
• Co-chair, Connecticut Task Force on Medicaid 

Behavioral Health Screening
• Medical Home Advisory Committee 
• City of Hartford Safety Net Cabinet 
• Medical Assistance Program, Quality Improvement 

Subcommittee 
• Child Protection Teams

St. Francis Hospital & Medical Center
Burgdorf Bank of America Health Center 

Leon Smith
• Disproportionate Minority Contact Committee

Bridgeport, Waterbury, New Haven 

Martha Stone
• Steering Committee, Regional Advisory Group, 

DCF Region IV
• Connecticut Legislature CT Kids Report Card 

Leadership Committee
• Diversion Review Committee, CT Judicial Branch
• Executive Implementation Team, Joint DCF/CSSD 

Juvenile Justice Plan
• Connecticut Legislature Juvenile Jurisdiction Policy 

and Operations Coordinating Council

Zoe Stout
• Hartford Opportunity Youth Collaborative

Recent Awards

Edwin Colon was named a Connecticut Law Tribune 
New Leader in the Law. 

Martha Stone received the NAACP Wilber G. Smith 
Excellence in Civil Rights Advocacy Award.

We were recognized as leaders throughout the state.



Thank you to our generous donors
Contributions received July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014

$50,000 +

1848 Foundation
Connecticut Bar Foundation
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving
Herbert & Nell Singer Foundation 
Melville Charitable Trust
Public Welfare Foundation
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Tow Foundation
Yale-New Haven Hospital

$10,000 - $49,000

Anonymous
The Community Foundation for Greater New Haven
Connecticut Children’s Medical Center
Connecticut Health Foundation
Day Pitney Foundation
Kathryn Emmett and David Golub
Ensworth Charitable Foundation
Fund for Greater Hartford
The Hospital of Central Connecticut
Impact Fund
Innovation in Education
Ruth and Hal Launders Charitable Trust
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 
M + R Strategic Services
Near and Far Aid
Nevas Family Fund at the Fairfi eld County 
  Community Foundation
Perrin Family Foundation
Policy Research Associates
Saint Francis Care
The Sassafras Foundation
Shipman & Goodwin, LLP

$5,000 - $9,999

American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers
CARE of Connecticut
Columbia Public Interest Law Foundation
Fisher Foundation
Keren Foundation
Macy's Inc
McPhee Foundation
New Alliance Bank Foundation
Rutkin, Oldham and Griffi n, LLC
Vivienne and Richard Silver
Eileen Silverstein and Alan Ritter
William and Jean Graustein Fund

$2,500 - $4,999

MaryBeth and Doug Colosky
Joan and David Cooney
The George A. & Grace L. Long Foundation
Edward S. Moore Family Foundation
Robert Hirst
PLUS Foundation
The Rogow-Greenberg Foundation
Silver Golub & Teitell LLP
Tapper Charitable Fund
United Way of Western Connecticut

$1,000- $2,499

William Aseltyne
Beazley Group
Richard Bieder
Bracewell & Giuliani LLP
Melissa and Burt Brazill
Capital Region Education Council

Community Partners In Action 
Connecticut Hispanic Bar Association Inc
Brett Dignam
Founders Technology Group, LLC
Anne and David Francis
Goodwin College, Inc
Halloran and Sage
Debbie and Dennis Hersh
Eliza Hirst
Hoffman Auto Group
Maria and Robert Holzberg
Marcia and Jerome Howard
ING
Jean Axelrod Memorial Foundation
Koskoff Koskoff & Bieder, PC
Lone Pine Foundation
Fran Ludwig
JoAnn and Edward Mascolo
Linda and Vincent McMahon
McNeill Family Fund
Tollie Miller and Val Rossetti
Navigant Consulting
Niemasik Kaufman Family Fund
Riscassi and Davis, PC
Alyse and Jay Sicklick
Helene and Felix Springer
Stamford Hospital
Antonia and Carlton Thompson
Arthur Webster 
Webster Bank, N.A.
Wiggin and Dana LLP
Barbara Wolf and Andy Schatz Family Fund
Women's Health Connecticut

$500 - $999

American Academy of Pediatrics, 
  Hezekiah Beardsley CT Chapter
Barnes Group, Inc
Miriam Berkman and Brett Hill
Susan J. Bryson & Laurence P. Nadel Fund
The Children's Fund of Connecticut
Diane and Sanford Cloud
Community Health Charities, Greater Hartford
Day Pitney LLP
Randi and Tim Diemand
Alexandra and Eric Dufresne
Edwards Wildman LLP
Emmett & Glander
Harvard Pilgrim HealthCare
Helen Ericson
Frank Felder
Maria Foden
Catherine Forman and Kenneth Rosenthal
Luriza and Hector Glynn
Helping Hands Community Thrift Store
Jill and Brad Hutensky
Jackson Lewis LLP
Judith Jordan
Robin and Andrew Keller
Nancy and Richard Klaffky
Sandra and Howard Klebanoff
John Leventhal
Nina Livingston and Mario Perez
The McCalmon Group
Murtha Cullina
Stacey Nerenstone and Morton Weinstein
Olymbec
PCC Technology Group
People's United Bank
People's United Insurance Agency, 
  RC Knox Division
Pullman & Comley, LLC

R.C. Bigelow Inc
Ritter Family Fund
Penny Robiner and David Miner
Robinson & Cole LLP
Rossi Charitable Foundation
R-T Specialty, LLC
Joseph Scannell
ServPro, Farmington Valley, Inc
Shea Law, Inc.
Wilma Sicklick
Synchrony Solutions
Martha Steeves and Robert Zavoski
Johanna and Bill Stroever
Stuart Warner and David Paltiel
Yale School of Medicine
Jessica and Eric Zachs

$250 - $499

A.M. Lithography
Aetna Foundation, Inc
Robert Alexander
Elizabeth Alquist
Andrea Asnes
Bank of America Charitable Foundation, Inc
Peggy Carey Best and Jonathan Best
Jill and James Bicks
Meg Bloom and Linda Drazen
Allison and Jay Bombara
Mario Borelli
Arvett and Reuben Bradford
Jane and Terry Brady
Brenner, Saltzman & Wallman LLP
Leslie Bulion and Rubin Hirsch
Judith and Roger Bunker
Toni Capriglione
Casper & DeToledo
Chestnut Hill Advisors LLC
Connecticut Association of Non-Profi ts
Connecticut Junior Republic
Connecticut Juvenile Justice Alliance
Connecticut State Medical Society
Czepiga Daly Pope
William Davis
Michelle DeBarge
Mary Jane and Paul DeFilippo
Dianne DeVries
John Duhamel
Employment Resource Team, LLC
Fusion Associates
Go Media
Andrew Groher
H.D. Segur Insurance
Richard Haskell
Hawk Mountain Ventures
Hometown Foundation, Inc
IBM Employee Services Center
Integral Industries Inc
Alex Johnston
Rita and Leonard Katz
Karen Kellerman and Peter Arakas
Jon Kempner
Roberta and Lew Kurlantzik
Sally and Scott LaBonte
Leone, Throwe, Teller & Nagle
Joan Kaufman Levin and Steven Levin
Carol LeWitt
Laura Maragano
Donna and Brian Mattiello
Clare Meade
Kathryn and Mark Meyering
Jeff and Debbie Mihalek
Elizabeth and David Morgan



Nichelle and Raheem Mullins
Charlotta Norby and Steven Bright
Joanne and Dennis Nordstrom
Sally Oldham and Arnold Rutkin
Outten & Golden, LLP
Suzanne and Andrew Pinkes
Bennett Pudlin
Sheila Rao
Deirdre Redden and Edward Shanahan
Reid and Riege, PC
Marcus Rivera
Alejandro Rodriguez
Galo Rodriguez
Jennifer Rosner and William Corwin
Delia Roy
Sarah Russell
RYASAP
Cheryl and Louis Saloom
The Simon Konover Company
Lillian C. Stone
Martha Stone
Eric L. Sussman
Kay Taylor-Brooks and Rudy Brooks
Susan Walkama
Catherine Whelan
Yale-New Haven Health System
Allison Zack and Michael Violante

$100 - $249

Anne and Richard Adler
Lucille Albert
Laurie and James Alsup
Rebecca and Martin Anderson
Barbara and Ray Andrews
Andros Risk Services, LLC
Anonymous
Carolyn Anstett
ARC Excess & Surplus of New England
Kimberly and Tom Athan
Melanie and Thomas Barnes
Deborah Barrows
Hope and Jeffrey Bash
Marta Bentham
Bethany Berger
Bonnie and Jon Berk
Brittany Berkey
Sara Bernstein
Eileen and Leo Bonetti
Courtney and Anne Bourns
Kerry Breitbart
Wanda Brown-Claitty
Sherry Brown
Joyce and Harold Buckingham
Elena and Michael Byrne
Blanche Capilos and David Biklen
Vicenzo Carannante
Central Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine
Margaret Chaplin and Michael Aranow
Francine Christiansen
Classical Magnet School
Bonita Cohen
Community Health Resources, Inc
Connecticut Pediatric Neuropsychology Assoc.
The Connection, Inc
Claudia and Sam Connor
Claude Cote
Audrey and Joseph Courtney
Nancy and James Cox
Jennifer Cox
Mary Kate and Tom Cox
Cromwell Growers
David Rosen & Associates PC

Denise deFiebre
Rowena and Donald Dery
Marzena and Marco D'Occhio
Diane and David Doot
Ann and Bob Dufresne
Judy Dworin and Blu Lambert
Sheila and Paul Dworkin
Lissa J. Eade
Sarah and Matt Eagan
Gloria and William Earls
Nancy Earls
Amy and Steven Eppler-Epstein
Woody Exley
Thomas Farrish
Melissa Federico
Joan Feldman
Susan and Stanley Fellman
Sue and John Ferguson
Jonathan Field
Madelyn and Thomas Filomeno
Vaughan Finn and Stephen Nightingale
First Church of Christ & Ecclesiastical Society
Cathy Foley-Geib
Foundation for Children, Inc
Robert Francis
Teresa Freeman and Brian Blakeley
Lori Fresina
David Funkhouser
Leslie and Carolyn Gabel-Brett
Carol Gammell
Brenda and Joseph Garrison
Heather Gates
Linda Geisler
Cindy and David Gerber
Cynthia Glasser and Phil Putnam
Jay Goldfarb
Marianne Gonzalez
Susan and Michael Good
Gordon, Muir & Foley, LLP
Goulston & Storrs
Janice and Herb Gruendel
Lisa Grumet
Gulash and Riccio
Sally and Robert Harvey
Patricia Hevner
Leslee and Richard Hill
Martha and Lee Hoffman
Catherine Holahan
Susan Holmes and Bessy Reyna
Frances and John Horr
Horton, Shields & Knox, PC
Harold Horwich
Sybil and Andrew Houlding
Vicki and Gary Hubbert
Cathy Jackman
Jacqueline and Stephen Jacoby
Andrea Johnson
Patricia Joyce
Kahan Kerensky & Capossela LLP
Barry Kasdan
Sandra and John Kennedy
Mary and Richard Kenny
Charlotte Kinlock and Anne Stanback
Charlotte Koskoff
Pat and Frederick Krug
Marcella and JD La Belle
Linda Labbadia
Shelley and Robert Langer
Law Offi ce of Courtney P. Spencer LLC
Law Offi ce of Greg C. Mogel
Law Offi ces of Robert A. Ricketts, LLC
Law Offi ces of Susan Cousineau
Law Offi ces of Thompson Gould Page, LLC

Charles Lenore
Margaret Levy
J. Daane Logsdon and Gerard Barton
Flora and Guy Long
Hollace Lorch
Palma and Brian Lynch
Ellen and Gary MacDonald
Carol Malick
Iria Martin and Mark Kurtz
Michele and Ernest Mattei
Alice and Edward Mattison
Nancy Matula and Jeff Brohinsky
Mary Linda McBride and Nevin Kessler
Kathryn Scheinberg Meyer and Eddie Meyer
Sharon Miller
Moore, O'Brien, Yelenak & Foti
Julio Morales
Mary and Brian Moran
Donna Morris
Dorothy Mosby
Moukawsher & Walsh, LLC
Anne and Bob Mueller
Scott Murphy
Lisa Namerow and Fred Tilden
John Nolan
Maria and Eric Nordstrom
Chaia Odoms
Mark D. O'Donnell
Ilia O'Hearn
Jonathan Orleans
Stacie and Douglas Osber
Michael Perl
Patricia Petry
Planned Parenthood of Southern New England
Nancy Polk and Jack Hasegawa
Anna Reeve
Judith Resnik and Dennis Curtis 
Dan Rezende
Florence Roisman
Nelly Rojas Schwan and Hubert Schwan
Mark Rosen
Barbara Rosin
Rosalie Roth
Ken Rubin
Michelle Salonia
Ellen and Robert Scalettar
Sarah Schlegel
Elaine and Michael Shapiro
John Shay
Phyllis Shikora
Carol and James Sicilian
Iris Silverstein
Laura Lee and John Simon
Robert Simpson
Mark Sklarz
Esther Smith
Audrey and Ben Solnit
Catherine Spain
Barbara Steckler
Alexandra Stevens
Kate Stith-Cabranes
Jason Szanyi
Justin Taylor
Corine Thompson
Joan Thompson
Cynthia and Stanley Twardy
Karin Twarog
Tzedakah House, LLC
Linne and Kenneth Ursaki
Lisa Valentovish
Robert Villanova
Violette Mechanical
Waterford Group Charitable Foundation

Thank you to our generous donors
Contributions received July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014



Anita and Herbert Weinblatt
Weinerman Foundation
Cindy and Chuck Welsh
Elaine Werby
Alice and Eric Werner
Christine Whitehead
Diane Willcuts
Emily and Marvin Williams
Stephen Wizner
Wofsey, Rosen, Kweskin & 
  Kuriansky LLP
Natalia Xiomara-Chieffo and 
  Ralph Chieffo
Barbara Ziogas

Up to $99

Lois Aaron
Laura Abbatemarco
The Access Agency 
Alane Ahlers
Naomi Alesio
Nancy Alholm
Patty and Mike Alquist
Sheila Amdur
Abigail Anderson
Gary Antigiovanni
Mary Archer
Emily Arth
Paul Ballasy
Sunny Banwer and Rob Rosenthal
James Bartolini
Jon Bauer
Laurie and Aaron Bayer
Lauren Bayly
Bonnie Bayuk and Katrina Clark
Darlene and William Beckert
Cristhian Bedon
Jamey Bell
Hannah Benton
Jeanne and Michael Bergin
Deborah and Lawrence Berliner
Nicole Bernabo
Danni Best
Phyllis Bethel
Barbara Blechner
Joanna and Fredrick Bogin
Elizabeth and Robert Booz
Maureen and Michael Boreland
Eleanor Boyd
Carol Bozena and Darlene Dunbar
Julia Bradley
Susan and William Breck
Beth and Leonard Bren
Maggie and Dennis Brennan
Emily Breon and Adam Honig
William Breslau
Dan Brewster
Janet Brodie
Glenna and Chester Brodnicki
Elizabeth Brown
Cindy and Jeffrey Byington
Marcy Cain and Robert Kagan
Valeria Caldwell-Gaines
Kathryn Calibey and Henry Salton
Donna G. Cambria
Linda and Joseph Campanella
Donna Cannon
Joseph Capossela
Kathryn and William Carbone
Cardon’s Hair Design
Linda Carlson

Linda Carosella
Tim Carroll
Catholic Charities, Inc 
  - Archdiocese of Hartford
Marcia Chambers
Rocio Chang-Angulo
Noreen Channels and Donald 
Galbraith
John Chapman
Barry Charles
Charter Oak Temple Restoration 
Association
Karen Cheyney and Robert Brunell
Barbara Claire
Bruce Clarke
Jeremy W. Cline
Gina Cocchiola
Ann Cohen
Linda and John Colantino
Gloria Coles
Analix Colon
Edwin Colon
Jane Comerford
Congregation Beth Israel
Jacquelyn Conlon
Bill Connolly
Melissa Cook
Joan and Peter Costas
Kathy Curley and Paul Appleton
Amy D'Amaddio
Angela Damato
Charlie Dammling
Rosanne Demanski
Matthew Dolan
Mildred and Jay Doody
Kyle Dorso
Leticia and Tim Dunn
Tony Durst
Renee and Andrew Dwyer
Barbara Edelson
Barbara Edelstein
Steve Ellis
Alida Engel
E-Tech Systems LLC
Albert Fang
Leigh Farber
Paul Farina
Steven Fasano
Darnell Fatigati
Julie and Michael Fay
Ada Fenick
Carrianna Field & Matthew Wax-Krell
Helene and Juan Figueroa
Dina and Timothy Fisher
Irene and Owen Fiss
Matt Fitch
Stephanie Fitzgerald and Frank 
Cochran
Kathy Flaherty
Kerrie and Chris Flanagan
Linda and Jack Fleming
Karen Foley Schain & Dennis Schain
Aretha Folston
Nanci Fox
Jonathan Francis
Gerald Gale
Alene Galin
Hon. William Garfi nkel
Joseph Gaudett
Michelle Gauvreau
Pamela Gelder
Elisabeth Gersten

Jane Glander
Andrea and Steven Goldenberg
Anne Goldstein and Philip Tegeler
Derrick Gordon
Abigail Gorton & John Biddiscombe
Carly Graber and Peter Maher
Lynn and Steve Grant
Stuart Greenbaum
Nancy Greenberg
Nicole and Joshua Greenblatt
Judith Greiman & David Knishkowy
Millie Grenough and Paul Bloom
Robin Grossman
Marisa Mascolo Halm and 
  Christopher Halm
Kim Handler
Norman Hanenbaum
Mardi Hanson-d'Alessandro
Leah Hartman
Jackie and John Hastings
Lisa Hathaway
Catherine Havens
Mary Healy and Laurel Beach
Lorraine Hicks
Eva Holmes
Lisa Honigfeld
Anita and Kevin Horrigan
Chloe and Wesley Horton
Laurel Hoskins and Steven Pevar
Christopher Houlihan
Simone and Clay Howe
Emily Hudson
Jane Hudson
Judith Hyde
Paul Iannaccone
Interim HealthCare
Michele Jacklin and James Estrada
Janet Jackson
Brook Jason
Nancy and Gary Johnson
David Johnston
Lisa Kaston and Thomas Behrendt
Laura Ann Keller
Michael Kennedy
Patrick Kennedy
Lucretia Kheback
Judy King
Rhea Klein
Lois Knight
Roger Koontz
Sheila Kristofak
Leslie and Harlan Krumholz
Lisa Kugelman
Mollie Kurs
Janet LaForgia
Mary Laliberte
Jason Lang
Sharon Langer and Matthew 
Horowitz
Michael Larkin
Karen and Joseph LaRussa
Marion Lasko
Leanne LaTorre
Christine Lau
Marsha Lawson
Lesley Lederer
Maureen Lee
Janine Lehr
Wayne Lennon
Nancy and Garry Leonard
Frank Leone
Arlene and Fred Leroy

Leslie Levin
Susan Levine and Lary Bloom
Kelly Lewis
Livingston, Adler, Pulda, 
  Mieklejohn & Kelly
Matthew Lloyd
Anthony Loschiavo
Jeanne Lovrin
Lois Luddy
Jay Lyons
Melissa and David Mack
Marie MacLean
Roger Mahieu
Rebecca Mahoney
Rona Malakoff and Ethan Goller
Allison Malerba
Sherman Malone
Douglas Manion
Ruth and Frank Mantak
Amy March
Jennifer Marcuson
Deborah and Paul Marcuson
Beth and Martin Margulies
Laura and Mark Mastrianni
Nancy Mayeda-Brescia
Sharon McHale
Patricia McIntosh
Margaret McLaren
Christine McShane
Anna Maria Mennella
Susan Meredith and John Watson
Ann Merriam Feinberg
Mary Ann Mierzwa
Susan and Douglas Miller
Lauri J. Miller
Morrison & Foerster Foundation
Mary Lee Morrison
Marge Morrissey
Melinda Murray
Sarah  Murray
Angela and Russell Nelson
Nikki and Curtis Nemarich
Andrew Neustaetter
Susan Nichols
Emily Nicholson-Gross
Brad and Don Noel
Lori Nordstrom
Jacqueline Nowell
Valerie and Peter Nucci
Offi ce of the Child Advocate
Christine Oldridge
Astrida and William Olds
Mickey and Mitch Orkin
Paul Orth
Harley and Stephen Osman
Sandra Palmer
Lissa Paris
Michele and Alan Parker
Robert E. Parnes
Alexander Paulson
Hon. Susan Peck
Nancy and Bernie Pelletier
Laura and David Pels
Richard Petrucci
Tamara Pezzente
Rabbi Michael Pincus
Solidea Pitruzzello
Raphael Podolsky
Chloe Poisson
Marie Popielarczyk
Sarah Poriss
Tim Powers
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Mellissa and Peter Puchalski
Kathy Pugliese
Antonio Ramirez
Christine Rapillo
Carolyn Rende
Sarah Ricciardi
Margaret and Charles Rich
Barbara Ricketts
Valerie Riesback
Ana Rivera
Julia Rosenblum and Len Felson
Alice Rosenthal
Bonnie Roswig and Michael Kurs
Patricia Routhier
Anthony Russell
Wendy Saffer and Tom Johnston
Marianne & Oscar Santo Domingo
Emily and Paul Sarkis
Therese Sarkis
Kathleen Savino
Geoff Scales
Deanne Scaringe
Donna Scavetta
Carlota and Neil Schechter
Paul Schneider
Bruce Schreiber
Paula Schwartz
Russell Schwartz
Steven Schwartz
Eileen and Bill Schwitter
Amy and Colin Sheehan
Fran Sherman and Scott Tucker
Diane and Ted Sierpina
Jessica Signor
Hilda Slivka
Casey Smith
Dave Smoke
Tammy and Jerry Sneed
Karen Snyder
Sharon Somaroo-Rodriguez and 
  Marcos Rodriguez
Perri Sossaman
Barbara Spiegel
Greg Staron
Nikki Statoulas
Terry and Tim Steele
Jaime Stross
Christine Stuart and Douglas Hardy
Mary Stuart
Mary Claire and Jeff Suter
Eugene Swain
Louis Tallarita
Jane and Richard Tedder
Adam Teller
Ellen and John Thomas
Preston Tisdale
Sally Tomiko
John Torello
Sheldon Toubman
Maureen Tracy
Nancy Trout and Peter Doelger
Kate Truax
Yulin Tsao and Jim Owens
Janet Van Tassel
Joe Vaverchak
William Verhoeff
Gabrielle Waligora
Ticia Webster
George  L. Welch
Mary Welker
Mary Whithey
Marjorie and Michael Wilder

Carmetta Williams
Christopher Williams
Lee Williamson
Wendy Willinger-Jones & 
  Ronald Jones
Jessica Wolf
Alicia Woodsby
Zaslow and Sandler, LLC
Karen and Jerome Zott
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Center for Children’s Advocacy
Financial Information July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014

Grants/Contributions
77%

Programs/Services
93%

Income 
Grants/Contributions  1,487,505
Fees/Contracts  428,314
Other    11,302
Total   1,927,120
    
    
 
   

Expense    
Programs/Services 1,642,835
Offi ce/Administrative    127,019
Total   1,769,854

Fees/Contracts
22%

Other
1%

Offi ce/Administrative
7%



Center for Children’s Advocacy

Board of Directors   

Douglas Colosky, Chair
Claudia Connor, Vice Chair
Antonia Thompson, Secretary
Jill J. Hutensky, Treasurer 
Mario Borelli
Rudolph Brooks
Wanda Brown-Claitty
David Cooney
Timothy Diemand
Kathryn Emmett (ex offi cio)
LaShanda B. Harvey
Robin Keller
Nichelle A. Mullins
William Rodriguez
Martha Stone (ex offi cio) 
Eric L. Sussman
Natalia Xiomara-Chieffo

Advisory Board 

Miriam Berkman
John Brittain
Brett Dignam
L. Philip Guzman
Wesley Horton
Elizabeth Morgan 
Eileen Silverstein
Preston Tisdale
Stanley A. Twardy, Jr.
Stephen Wizner

Staff  

Martha Stone, JD, Executive Director 
  
Jay Sicklick, JD, Deputy Director
Director, Medical-Legal Partnership  
  
Bonnie Berk 
Director, Communications 
  
Jane Brady
Director, Donor Relations 
  
Edwin Colon, JD, MSW, Staff Attorney 
Teen Legal Advocacy Project 

Stacey Violante Cote, JD, MSW
Director, Teen Legal Advocacy Project

Briana Day
Administrative Assistant

Alexandra Dufresne, JD
Staff Attorney, Child Abuse Project

Marisa Halm JD
Director, TeamChild 
Juvenile Justice Project

Kathryn Meyer, JD, Staff Attorney
Education Success Project

Lori Nordstrom, JD 
Director, Grants

Deirdre Redden
Finance Director 

Johany Rodriquez
Communications & Development Assoc.

Alice Rosenthal, JD
Staff Attorney
Medical-Legal Partnership Project

Bonnie Roswig, JD
Senior Staff Attorney
Medical Legal Partnership Project 

Leon Smith, JD
Director, Alternative Schools Project

Andrea Spencer, PhD
Educational Consultant 

Zoe Stout, JD 
Senior Staff Attorney
Child Abuse Project 

Ann Tremont 
Offi ce Manager 

Center for Children’s Advocacy
Fighting for the legal rights of Connecticut’s most vulnerable children

kidscounsel.org


